
‭President’s Spring 2024 Newsletter‬

‭March 20, 2024‬

‭Looking‬ ‭outside‬ ‭now,‬ ‭you‬ ‭know‬ ‭Spring‬ ‭is‬ ‭finally‬ ‭here.‬ ‭It‬ ‭has‬ ‭been‬ ‭an‬ ‭extremely‬ ‭mild‬ ‭winter‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬ ‭least‬
‭amount‬ ‭of‬ ‭snow‬ ‭for‬ ‭this‬ ‭time‬‭of‬‭year‬‭that‬‭anyone‬‭can‬‭remember.‬ ‭Unfortunately,‬‭the‬‭local‬‭snowpack‬‭at‬‭higher‬
‭elevations‬ ‭is‬ ‭also‬ ‭around‬‭50%‬‭of‬‭average‬‭-‬‭depending‬‭on‬‭spring‬‭rains,‬‭we‬‭may‬‭experience‬‭a‬‭very‬‭dry‬‭summer.‬
‭This‬‭will‬‭also‬‭result‬‭in‬‭a‬‭high‬‭forest‬‭fire‬‭risk‬‭situation.‬ ‭We‬‭encourage‬‭everyone‬‭to‬‭become‬‭aware‬‭of‬‭FireSmart‬‭in‬
‭order to reduce your risk of fire on your property.‬

‭Wood‬ ‭Stove‬ ‭Upgrades‬ ‭-‬ ‭Central‬ ‭Okanagan‬ ‭residents‬ ‭can‬ ‭get‬ ‭a‬ ‭bigger‬‭rebate‬‭this‬‭year‬‭when‬‭recycling‬‭an‬‭old‬
‭wood-burning‬ ‭appliance‬ ‭and‬ ‭replacing‬ ‭it‬ ‭with‬ ‭newer,‬ ‭cleaner-burning‬ ‭technology.‬ ‭The‬ ‭Regional‬ ‭District‬ ‭of‬
‭Central Okanagan’s (RDCO) Wood Smoke Reduction program offers up to $1,500.‬ ‭​ Click here for more details‬‭.‬

‭Community Calendar‬
‭Hayes Creek Fire - Annual General Meeting‬
‭& Election of Officers‬‭- will be held earlier this‬
‭year on Saturday,‬‭March 30‬‭on the Easter weekend.‬
‭It will start at 11:00am and followed with a‬
‭FireSmart presentation then a free BBQ lunch.‬
‭Come out and meet your firefighters, see the trucks‬
‭and specialized equipment, and get informed on‬
‭their future plans.‬

‭Easter‬ ‭Egg‬ ‭Hunt‬ ‭-‬ ‭will‬
‭begin‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭Hodge’s,‬ ‭4109‬
‭Lakesyde‬ ‭Rd.‬ ‭11:00‬ ‭am‬ ‭on‬
‭Sunday,‬‭March 31.‬‭Children‬
‭of all local property owners‬
‭& their guests are welcome‬
‭to‬ ‭join‬ ‭the‬ ‭fun‬ ‭of‬ ‭finding‬
‭eggs, treats, and decorating‬
‭small cupcakes..  Remember‬
‭to bring baskets or bags to hold the eggs.  This is a‬
‭free event for children under 13.‬

‭Hayes Creek Pancake Breakfast‬‭-  the‬
‭next community breakfast will be on‬‭April 7‬‭,‬
‭from 9:30 to 11:00 am.  It will continue on the‬
‭first Sunday of each month - You can enjoy a‬
‭great buffet breakfast of eggs, pancakes, sausages‬
‭and coffee while meeting other local property‬
‭owners and their guests. Current prices are $12‬
‭for adults and $5 for children under 10.‬

‭Osprey Ratepayers’ Annual General‬
‭Meeting & Election of Officers‬‭-10:00am‬
‭Sunday,‬‭May 19‬‭at the Hayes Creek Community‬
‭Hall.  Hopefully all local property owners can‬
‭attend and participate in discussing future plans‬
‭for our community.‬

‭Real Crafty Ladies‬‭- join the ladies in the‬‭area‬
‭for a sewing/hobby afternoon -‬‭each Tuesday‬‭from‬
‭noon until around 3:00pm at Hayes Creek‬
‭Community Hall.  There is a nominal charge of‬
‭$2/ea to cover costs.  If you have any questions,‬
‭just email:‬‭realcraftyladies@ospreylake.ca‬
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‭40th Annual Community Corn Roast‬‭-  will‬
‭be held as usual on the Labour Day Weekend,‬
‭August 31 to September 1‬‭.  Again this year, we‬
‭will be starting with the fishing derby on Friday,‬
‭Corn Hole and Bocce tournaments on Saturday,‬
‭and Sunday with the children’s bike parade, crafts‬
‭and races.  Don’t miss the Hayes Creek Fire‬
‭Pancake Breakfast starting at 9:30 am.  The day‬
‭continues with free Corn on the Cob, along‬
‭with all the great usual activities - Cake Walk,‬
‭Canoe Races, and concession with hot dogs, drinks‬
‭and popcorn. The day ends with the meat raffle‬
‭and always popular giant Bingo games.‬

‭Com‬‭m‬‭unity Update‬

‭Osprey Ratepayers‬‭- The Christmas season‬
‭began around Osprey Lake with the annual‬
‭Hayes Creek Fire Christmas Potluck Dinner on‬
‭December 10.  Sixty-six local residents and their‬
‭guests enjoyed turkey, ham, and all the usual‬
‭trimmings.  Entertainment followed by our own‬
‭'Lone Stranger' Paul Baddeley.‬

‭The neighbourhood Santa Run on Christmas Eve‬
‭was a highlight for the 13 children who received a‬
‭personal visit and gift.  Santa and his elves‬
‭visited 6 local families this year and had a fun time.‬

‭Snow Golf was great - there were 64 golfers‬
‭enjoying the two 6 hole courses, spread over a‬
‭portion of Osprey Lake.  We had 4 warming fires‬
‭going with hot dogs and hot chocolate to enjoy.‬
‭Thanks to all those who contributed the prizes.‬
‭Special thanks to Troy and Nils for running the event.‬

‭The snow conditions were not great for snowmobiling‬
‭this Christmas season, but many people took‬
‭advantage of the large areas of clear ice for skating‬
‭and ice hockey.‬

‭Snow Golf‬
‭Although there wasn't very much snow this year,‬
‭the lake was solidly frozen over.  About 11:45pm‬
‭December 31, there was a multitude of ATVs,‬
‭SXSs and Snowmobiles heading east on the lake‬
‭to bring in the New Year while enjoying the‬
‭fantastic Fireworks Display.  Thanks to Ray and‬
‭Jordan Q for organizing and setting off the‬
‭fireworks.‬‭Click here for YouTube video‬

‭Hayes Creek Firefighters’ Assoc.‬‭- With so‬
‭much going on they will be sending out their own‬
‭newsletter in April.  Along with other items, it will‬
‭include details of the FireSmart and Chipper‬
‭safety programs.‬

‭Osprey Snowheelers’ Club‬‭- Sunday,‬
‭February 18, 2024 was our first outdoor‬
‭winter community get-together, other than our‬
‭usual Poker Runs and Snow Golf.  Due to the lack‬
‭of‬‭snow‬‭this‬‭year,‬‭we‬‭had‬‭to‬‭settle‬‭for‬‭having‬‭a‬‭bit‬‭o
‭fun and socializing, without riding snowmobiles.‬
‭It was an outstanding success.  More than 125‬
‭residents and their guests showed up for some‬
‭great food - beef dips, hamburger soup, sausage,‬
‭chips, freshly made bannock, as well as super long‬
‭hot dogs cooked over an open fire.‬
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‭Community Family Day Weekend Event‬

‭We also held a Poker "Walk", selling poker entries‬
‭and awarding many great prizes.  Special thanks to‬
‭Five Star Motorsports, Brazen Construction,‬
‭SA Energy, and others for donating the great prizes.‬
‭Also, thanks to all the volunteers who helped‬
‭organize the event, kept the campfires burning,‬
‭hot dogs and bannock cooking, and serving the‬
‭soup and beef dip.  There was also a large skating‬
‭rink nearby, enjoyed by all those with ice skates.‬
‭Special thanks to Colin S for all the hard work‬
‭setting up and flooding it for a smooth surface.‬
‭Hayes Creek fire also held a 50/50 draw and‬
‭generated over $450 for the volunteer fire hall.‬
‭This event was so successful we are planning to‬
‭make it an annual community event.‬

‭Community Website‬

‭Latest updates of all upcoming local events and‬
‭general information on the area are all available‬
‭at‬‭ospreylake.ca‬‭.  If you have any new pictures‬
‭or information you’d like included, please‬
‭let us know.‬

‭The Ratepayers’ annual membership dues are‬
‭now due for the 2024 season – if you have not‬
‭yet paid, please eTransfer your $10 annual dues‬
‭to:‬‭ratepayers @ ospreylake.ca‬‭, pay at our May‬
‭AGM, or mail a cheque to Osprey Ratepayers‬
‭Assoc, 4105 Lakesyde Rd., Princeton, B.C.,‬
‭V0X 1W0.‬

‭To contact the executive, call Alan @‬
‭250-295-3844 or Shirley @ 250-295-1640.‬

‭Be safe and enjoy spring and summer at the lake.‬
‭Alan Holmgren, President,‬
‭Osprey Area Ratepayers Assoc.‬
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