Hayes Creek Firefighters

Spring Newsletter
June 8, 2022

New Fire Chief
After many years of service as Hayes
Creek Fire Chief, Rob Miller has
turned over the reins to Cindy
Gamache. She and her husband Paul
have been full time residents for 5
years. She has completed numerous
fire fighting courses and is looking
forward to bringing her enthusiasm
and experience to this position.
Rob Miller will stay on as Deputy
Chief.
Gail Dickson retired as
Treasurer at the end of December.
Gail continues her valuable role 24
hours a day as head dispatcher, with
assistance from Val McMurtrie and Suzy Grieser. Graham Bundy has taken over and is now up
to speed handling the accounting and membership aspects of Hayes Creek.
Picture is Tom Sellmer, Cindy & Paul Gamache and KC Steele at the recent Wildland
Urban Interface training sessions at Penticton.

Garage Sale to Support Hayes Creek Fire
Every Saturday and Sunday, from 10:00am to 2:00pm, until July 24. 138 Country Lane (Stan and
Gail's). All proceeds go to the Fire Hall. Please come out, find some great bargains, and support
your local community. For donations and drop offs, please contact Gail at 250-295-6898 for
what is needed and times to drop items off.
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Firesmart Public Education and BBQ
Saturday, June 18 from noon to 2:00pm, at
the Fire Hall. Everyone is welcome - Please
join us for lunch - free burgers, hot dogs and
drinks will be provided. Door prize will be a
WASP roof sprinkler kit. Dave Stringfellow will
be there to educate you on how to firesmart
your home. We encourage you to watch
Firesmart 101 if you can. Dave does the local
home assessments - his contact is:
FireSmart@princeton.ca, Cell 778-720-6107.
On larger properties, all branches 6 feet from
the ground and underbrush within 30 meters of
buildings should be removed. For smaller
properties the entire yard should be done when finished it should look like a park. We
know you love your trees or privacy, but these
"ladder fuels" can take a class 1 or 2 ground
fire, which can be fought, into a class 4 or 5
crowning fire, with the assured loss of your
home, possibly your neighbors, or even the entire community. Climate change and bigger fires
year by year is a reality and we each have a role to play to keep ourselves and neighbors safe.
A date will be announced at the BBQ when the yard waste chipper will be coming to our area.
There has been a separate committee formed to administer the RDOS Firesmart program in our
area. They will be educating local property owners, advising them of measures they can take to
reduce the risk of wildfire to the buildings. There are also grants available to assist in covering
the costs of remedial work, if required. If you want to check what your ‘score’ is, click on this link
for ‘fillable’ scorecard. For further information about the program, follow this
link to the Firesmart Homeowner Manual.

Pancake Breakfasts
Our monthly breakfasts at the Fire Hall are finally back on. The next one is Sunday, July 10,
2022 from 9:30am to 11:00am (and throughout the summer on August 7 and September 11). At
this time, we are holding the original pricing of $10 for adults and $5 for children under 10. All
residents and guests are welcome.
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Real Crafty Ladies
Ladies are still meeting every week - now changed to Thursdays at 11:00am. It’s mainly sewing
and quilting, but some work on other crafts also. All ladies are welcome.

Hayes Creek Fire Annual Meeting and Open House
Will be held this year on Sunday, July 31 (BC Day Weekend). Meeting starts at 11:00am with the
open house and free lunch after. Please try to make and stay up to date on local community fire
safety programs.

Fire Hall Activity
We have been fortunate past year to have had only nominal actual fire calls. Weekly, we hold
our fire practice and training sessions and make sure we’re ready for the worst.

Fireboat
The Hayes Creek Fireboat has a new 400 gallon per minute
pump, a new 25 HP outboard, and a twin 2.5 inch turret
nozzle. These give it a 150 foot plus reach of high pressure,
high volume water.
This boat gives added protection of an unlimited water supply
to the 6 properties on Link Lake and the 20 plus properties on
Chain Lake with no, or very limited fire truck access, as well
as providing the ability to refill water tender trucks. The two
Hayes Creek trucks carry 3,500 gallons between them and
three of the Erris tenders carry a total of 4,000 gallons.

Training Courses
Hayes Creek sent an engine and 4 members to a two day WUI (Wildland Urban Interface) fire
fighting course in Penticton April 24th. Immediately following,
an emergency incident three day course was held at the
Hayes Creek Firehall, with 8 from Hayes Creek and 8 from
Erris attending, with instructors from "Fireworks Consulting"
giving the course.
Instructors were retired Vancouver
firefighters and they, with Rob Miller, had a total of 139
years in the fire service, 96 with Vancouver.
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These courses added a wealth of training and info to our members, but unfortunately the
Penticton session was a Covid super spreader event, and after the two sets of courses were
over, a total of 7 of our members were Covid infected and the Hayes Creek hall was closed to
all emergency fire and medical calls for 5 days. On the positive side, all were ill but none
seriously, and no serious incidents occurred during that closure.

Flooding
We were lucky and unlucky in this area with a long cold spring and snow melt resulting in low
stream flow and much reduced freshet. We even had 5 days of snow in May and lots of rain to
reduce wildfire risk. This has created long grass and weeds (fuel) which could be a fire risk as
it dries in coming months. A reminder to keep your lawn short and green.
Long green grass and weeds equals long dry brown fuel which equals great big fire...

Hayes Creek Contacts
Graham Bundy
250-295-4029

Cindy Gamache
250-295-0510

Rob Miller
250-295-6420

We thank you for your continued support of refundable containers drop off at the firehall. These
funds allow us to purchase much needed safety equipment, fuel, etc.

