Hayes Creek Firefighters
Spring Newsletter

March 26, 2025

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our meeting will be held this Saturday, March 29, 11:00 am at the Hayes Creek Fire Hall. The
meeting will include an election of officers and an update of our activities. There will also be a
short session on changes to the FireSmart program and a refresher on what we all should be
doing to make our properties safer. Following these sessions will be a free BBQ lunch with
hamburgers and pop/coffee. Hope you can make it. Please, no dogs.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, it will be available ‘electronically’ using Microsoft Teams
- you do not need to have the program installed on our smart phone, tablet or computer to
participate, but to receive the meeting link you must pre-register by sending an email to
president@hayescreek.ca.

FIREHALL ACTIVITY

If you are new to the area, welcome to Hayes Creek
Fire Department District.

Hayes Creek Firefighters are trained for structure
protection and as first responders. We are a 100%
volunteer fire department. Unlike most fire departments
in the province, the HCFD is NOT supported through
your property taxes (which would typically cost
landowners $500+/year). Instead, we depend and
count on property owners for the financial support of
$100/year per property through property registration
fees. These fees, due in January each year, go solely
to the fixed operating cost of the fire department &

(Insurance/Gas/Power). This small financial support

from all our community members allows us to qualify to apply for grant funding from multiple
other sources to pay for things like training and equipment upgrades.
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Our hall exterior was completely painted last fall. This
was a much needed maintenance item due to the age of
the building and the local harsh climate conditions.
Thanks to all involved.

Thank you to UMBC for the grant to purchase a new 23
HP pump for our new fill site on the south-west end of
Osprey lake. It will be a great addition and improve our ability |
to efficiently fill our tenders. We will no longer be drafting §§
water at the boat launch.

The new west side addition to the hall is now complete
and is the home for our Emergency Rescue Side X Side
Our Polaris Side X Side, has had the snow tracks
installed and is now able to allow us medical emergency I
winter access to all driveways, even if not plowed.

With the snow tracks installed, the Side X Side is also used in winter to groom the local
community Snowmobile trails, making for a much more pleasant experience, especially on the
KVR, for all users. The tracks were donated by the Osprey Snowheelers’ Club.

CHIPPING EVENT - FIRESMART

We have planned another free community chipping event for May 20 - final details will be
announced shortly on our website and Facebook page. This year it will be restricted to
branches only - no needles or stumps. You just need to bring all your branches to the road and
to pre-register, by May 18, your lake address to: firechief@hayescreek.ca.

REFUNDABLE CONTAINERS

The “RETURN IT” refundables drop off area has been relocated - it is now in the front area near
the road on the east side. Thank you for all your generous donations of refundable containers
dropped off at the hall. If it is easier for you to drop them off at your local “Return It Express”
location, please use our account #2502953300, or if dropping them off at the hall, please put
your bags inside the new room by the road. Remember no cream containers, US Bottles/cans,
or garbage. Please use clear bags and ensure there is no garbage, we are penalized 10% if
there is garbage in the bags.
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Our next breakfast is next Sunday, April 6, 9:30-11:00 am. Most property owners have been
able to take advantage of these monthly breakfasts, but if you have not, please come to our
Community Hall and enjoy a great breakfast with your neighbours - There is a full breakfast of
pancakes, sausages, scrambled eggs, muffins, coffee/tea.
Adults $15.00 and Children 10 years and under $ 5.00.
The breakfast is on the first Sunday of most months.

ROAD CROSSING PERMITS

Off Road Vehicles (ATVs, dirt bikes, and Side X Sides)
require a permit from the local RCMP to cross Princeton :
Summerland Rd. or when driving on the right shoulder of
any of the connected gravel roads in our area (Teepee %
Lakes Rd., Agur Rd., Link Lake Rd, and Country Lane). |
NO ORV OPERATION IS PERMITTED ON PRINCETON
SUMMERLAND RD. Permits are free at the RCMP office
in Princeton with your ORV vehicle registration certificate
and ICBC Insurance certificate. You also still need private
liability insurance when driving on Crown Land and Forest - :
Service roads. 5 ~ 4

Y

INTERESTED IN BEING A VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER?

Join the Hayes Creek Fire Department and make a difference in 2025!

The Hayes Creek Volunteer Fire Department is excited to announce our recruitment intake for
new volunteer firefighters!

Why volunteer with the Hayes Creek Volunteer Fire Department?

Community Impact: Contribute to the safety and well-being of your community.
Skill Development: Learn new and exciting skills in emergency response.
Team Experience: Work with amazing individuals who share your dedication.
What you'll receive:
o Certified training to respond to various emergencies.
o Personal protective equipment for your safety.
o Opportunities to handle diverse situations, from fires to medical emergencies.
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How to Apply: If you're ready for this rewarding journey, email the fire Chief at..
firechief@hayescreek.ca No training or prior experience is required — just a passion for serving
your community!

REMINDER

For many of you, your $100 annual 2025 Hayes Creek Fire Property Registration Fee is now
past due. This can be e-transferred to: treasurer@hayescreek.ca, paid at the Annual General
Meeting, any Pancake Breakfast, or mail a cheque to: Hayes Creek Fire, 3950 Princeton
Summerland Rd., Princeton, BC, VOX1WO. If you are unsure if you have paid for 2025, just
email a note to our treasurer at the above email address.

Sincerely

Hayes Creek Firefighters Assoc
Cindy Gamache,
Fire Chief

Proudly Canadian
Elbows Up




